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   An update on Medicaid is good news for Colorado. Colorado was one of 23 states in the U.S. recognized recently for “reducing enrollment barriers and connecting kids to coverage,” according to an announcement by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. 

   Colorado was awarded $43 million (no strings attached), and was identified as the largest awarded to any of the states. Special recognition was given to Colorado for its use of the school lunch eligibility program to provide faster access to Medicaid for kids. The school lunch program is just one of the enrollment programs in Colorado that helped increase coverage to more than 40,000 eligible children. 

   Each year, Colorado’s General Assembly sees bills get on the legislative agenda that causes this ordinary citizen to wonder “what were they thinking.” This session’s bills falling into that category are courtesy of Senator Greg Brophy (R-Wray), who mountain residents have to thank for the bill requiring drivers to give cycle riders three feet clearance. No exception was provided in that bill for narrow two-lane mountain roads with blind curves/hills and guard rail at road’s edge. (Note: Brophy’s district is composed of 12 eastern Colorado counties where there aren’t a lot of these types of roads.) 
   Brophy’s Senate Bill 54 would have allowed parents to buy an alcoholic drink for their 20-year old adult “child” while out on the town for a meal. This writer finds it hard to believe such a bill could get out of the bowels of the legislature where bills are drafted, then written, but this one did, only to be dealt a death blow in its first hearing before the Senate’s State, Veterans and Military Affairs Committee, mercifully killed on January 30th.
   Brophy’s other jewel is yet another try at strangling Colorado with year-round daylight savings time. His attempt to run a similar bill a couple of years ago nearly gave Colorado’s ski industry a heart attack. Seems no one bothered to consult Colorado’s largest tourist attraction/industry as to the detrimental impact the idea would have on such things as grooming the slopes. Makes one wonder just how far tunnel vision impedes Senator Brophy – apparently it ends at the State Capitol building. 

   Now for some serious legislation.

House Bill 13-1044:  Water of any color – clear, gray or muddy – in arid Colorado seems to always be in need of more regulation. HB 1044 “Concerns the Authorization of the Use of Graywater,” and is intended to clarify how it may be used. The legislative declaration emphasizes the importance of “ensuring adequate future supplies,” and acknowledges said duty is one of the General Assembly’s “highest priorities and greatest responsibilities. Reducing per capita residential, commercial and industrial demands is one of the important public strategies for meeting Colorado’s future water demands. 

   HB 1044 authorizes the Water Quality Control Commission (WQCC) to promulgate a regulation with standards for the use of graywater. Graywater is defined as “wastewater collected within a building from sources other than toilets and urinals, kitchen sinks, dishwashers and non-laundry utility sinks.” 
   Restrictions as to use are still applicable. “Graywater use is limited to applications that are within the uses allowed under the well permit or water rights of the original sources of water,” and can be used “only if local government adopts a resolution or ordinance authorizing its use.” All federal, state and local requirements must be met. 
Sponsors of HB 13-1044:  Representative Randy Fischer, D-Larimer, 866-2917; and Senator Gail Schwartz, D-Alamosa, 866-4871. 

House Bill 13-1146:  As technology advances, so does identity theft, almost serving as an enabling means. HB 1146, “Concerning Rights of Victims of Identity Theft,” provides an additional way for victims of identify theft to challenge relevant public records. The only challenge currently available to victims is through the courts, a costly and slow means. 
   HB 1146, if passed and enacted, will allow a person to pursue a records challenge with the Colorado Bureau of Investigation (CBI) by submission of fingerprint evidence. Upon verification by the CBI that a victim is not the same person as the person arrested, the CBI is required to issue a letter of misidentification and update its records accordingly. 

   The bill also requires that a sentencing court order restitution to a victim for any costs incurred to challenge his or her records, and “if applicable, provide the CBI with an order stating the victim’s factual innocence.” 

Lead Sponsors of HB 13-1146:  Representative Steve Lebsock, D-Adams, 866-2931; and Senator Jessie Ulibarri, D-Adams, 866-4857. 

Senate Bill 13-012:  SB 012 concerns suspected child abuse and neglect by youth sports organizations. Under current law, public and private school officials and employees and athletic program personnel are required to report suspected child abuse or neglect in Colorado. 

   SB 012 expands the mandatory reporting requirements to personnel positions in private sports organizations, including director, coach, assistance coach or athletic personnel. Mandatory reporters “who fail to report abuse or neglect face a class 3 misdemeanor.” 

Sponsors of Senate Bill 13-012:  Senator Rollie Heath, D-Boulder, 866-4872; and Representative Jonathan Singer, D-Boulder, 866-2780. 

House Bill 13-1018:  The Solid Hazardous Waste Commission (SHWC) of the Colorado Department of Public Health is tasked with promulgating a regulation with standards for the use of groundwater produced during oil and gas operations (produced water) for dust suppression on unpaved roads in rural areas. 

   The SHWC’s standards “must prevent the discharge of pollutants into state waters and minimize the public’s exposure to naturally occurring radioactive material contained in produced water, the maximum concentration of which may not exceed the federal Environmental Protection Agency’s standard for soil application.”
Sponsors of House Bill 13-1018:  Representative Don Coram, (R-Delta, Dolores, Montezuma, Montrose, Ouray, and San Miguel) 866-2955. No sponsor as yet in the Senate. 
The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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